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To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Rawtenstall  Borough  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1956 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district 0 

The  general  health  of  the  population  has  continued  to  improve  although 
the  death  rate  remains  rather  higher  than  for  the  rest  of  the  country* 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Borough  there  were  no  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  in  any  form*  Twenty  years  ago  there  were  15  to  20  tubercu¬ 
losis  deaths  annually*  Bunyan  once  described  tuberculosis  as  "Captain  of 
the  men  of  death*"  Happily  those  times  are  now  past*  but  this  is  still 
our  most  inport  ant  and  dangerous  infectious  disease  and  even  today  the 
majority  of  adults  have  been  infected  with  it 0  It  is  kept  at  bay  by 
improved  living  conditions*  better  working  conditions  and  better  feeding 
and  housing*  as  well  as  by  improved  methods  of  diagnosis  and  treatment e 
A  milk  supply  free  from  tuberculosis  has  long  been  necessary  and  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  report  that  this  may  come  about  sometime  in  1958  when 
Rawtenstall  becomes  a  designated  area*  The  only  raw  milk  available  then 
will  be  from  tuberculin  tested  cattle* 

Other  epidemic  diseases *  with  the  exception  of  dysentery*  continue 
at  a  low  level  and  there  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  for  the  past 
ten  years* 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  a  record  low  figure  of  15o0  per 
thousand  live  births  but  this  figure  is  best  considered  as  a  five  year 
average*  The  rate  then  becomes  24c 6  per  thousand  and  it  is  in  keeping 
with  the  steadily  improving  national  figure*  Looking  back  to  the  period 
of  the  first  world  war  the  rate  was  then  ten  times  as  great  and  in  1915 
there  were  73  infant  deaths  compared  with  the  five  which  occurred  this 
year.  Progress  in  housing  has  continued*  no  less  than  229  houses 
have  now  been  represented  for  clearance  or  have  been  acquired  by  agree¬ 
ment*  This  figure  is  about  15^2  of  the  number  it  is  proposed  to  demolish 
within  the  next  15  years*  The  high  cost  of  new  houses  has  stopped 
building  for  the  time  being*  Improvement  grants  have  been  given  in 
respect  of  52  properties  at  a  total  cost  of  £5*924° 

Smoke  pollution  is  still  a  serious  problem  and  the  indifference 
of  those  who  create  this  pollution*  ranging  from  the  individuals  who 
have  smoky  coal  fires  to  the  owners  of  large  factories*  is  really 
surprising*  but  a  change  will  have  to  come  about  and  young  people 
at  least  must  be  discouraged  from  becoming  addicted  to  tobacco* 

Medical  evidence  now  connects  cancer  of  the  lung  not  only  with  tobacco 
smokers  but  also  with  living  in  smoky  atmospheres* 


From  time  to  time  we  hear  about  the  large  amount  of  sickness  due  to 
rheumatism  and  nervous  disorders  and  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels  and 
circulation a  These  things  are  undoubtedly  important  disorders  of  health 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  people  today  enjoy  better  health  and 
better  prospects  of  keeping  their  health  than  ever  before* 

My  grateful  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
the  staff  who  have  contributed  to  the  successful  results  which  are  now 
report ed0 


I  am?  ladies  and  gentlemen,. 
Your  obedient  servant  9 

Co  Ho  To  WADS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 


The  mid-year  population  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be 
24.56503  a  decrease  of  190  compared  with  the  previous  yearns  estimate0 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14d  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  14-o3  par 
thousand  of  the  population  The  birth  rate  was  slightly  lower  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  15o7  but  the  death  rate  was  well 
above  the  national  rate  of  1X07*  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  were 
the  same  as  last  year^  there  were  twelve  male  and  two  female  deaths 0 
The  national  death  rate  for  cancer  of  the  lung  ms  slightly  lower  than 
that  in  Rawtenstall0  Based  on  the  national  rate  the  number  of  deaths 
in  Rawtenstall  would  have  been  ten  as  compared  with  the  actual  number 
of  14c 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  15<>0  per  thousand  live  births  compared 
•with  the  national  rate  of  23o8o  Rates  for  small  populations  must  be 
taken  over  a  larger  period  than  a  year  and  a  five  year  average  gives 
a  rate  of  24o  6  which  is  very  satisfactory0  Of  the  five  infant  deaths 
which  occurred  two*  were  due  to  defects  in  development  and  three  to 
p  rematurity  o 

Epidemic  disease  was  principally  represented  by  an  outbreak  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  in  the  2nd  and  4th  quarters  of  the  yearc  There  was  a  total 
of  307  cases  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  infection  builds  up  in 
infant  and  junior  school s0  It  is  important  for  young  children  suffering 
from  attacks  of  diarrhoea  to  see  their  doctors  or  for  the  attention  of 
the  school  nurses  to  be  drawn  to  themc  A  detailed  report  is  given  on 
pages  11  and  12  0 

Three  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  contain  tuberculous  infection  - 
all  were  samples  of  ordinary  raw  milko  The  same  class  of  milk  also  gave 
six  unsatisfactory  results  out  of  a  total  of  45  samples  when  examined 
for  bacteriological  content  (Methylene  Blue  test)0  It  is  expected  that 
by  1958  the  Borough  will  become  a  designated  area  which  means  that  no 
raw  milk  may  be  sold  unless  it  is  obtained  from  attested  (tuberculin 
tested)  herd So 

Improvement  grant s 9  whereby  half  the  cost  is  provided  by  the  Council 
and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government ,  were  approved  In  45 
caseso  Such  property  must  be  capable  of  providing  satisfactory  accommo- 
dation*,  after  improvement ,  for  not  less  than  15  yearsQ 


The  water  supply  by  public  mains  has  been  of  satisfactory  quality 0 
Under  water  improvement  schemes  87  houses,  served  by  private  supplies, 
have  been  connected  to  the  public  supplyc  Private  water  supplies  gave 
a  number  of  unsatisfactory  results  on  bacteriological  examination0 
Nineteen  out  of  5b  samples  were  below  standard^ 

There  has  been  a  decline  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  on  account 
of  tuberculous  disease  and  it  is  believed  that  the  gradually  increasing 
number  of  tuberculin  tested  cattle  is  having  its  effect 0 


The  new  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  have  been  implemented  and  there 
is  a  gradually  rising  standard  of  hygienec  There  were  no  outbreaks 
of  food  poisoning  during  the  year0 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 


Year 

Popu¬ 

lation 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  following  local  health 
services  which  are  administered  under  the  Divisional  Health  Service 
Schemes  -  Ambulance,,  District  Nursing 9  Midwifery  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Services 0 

The  following  matters  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough 
Council 2-  control  of  infectious  disease 9  provision  of  suitable  water 
supplies 9  control  of  cleansing  and  disposal  of  refuse,,  inspection 
of  all  food  and  food  preparing  premises  including  the  inspection 
of  all  meat  carcases  at  private  slaughterhouses 9  sampling  of  food 
stuffs  (milk,,  ice  cream*,  etc0 )  for  bacteriological  examination,, 
sanitary  accommodation  to  houses 9  factories* shops  and  other 
premises ^  inspection  of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for  human 
habitation^  statutory  nuisances^  rodent  control ,  offensive  trades^ 
smoke  abatement  and  many  other  matters  concerned  with  environ¬ 
mental  health® 

Hospital  facilities  are  now  under  the  Regional  Board  and 
Management  Committees  and  patients  are  admit ed  without  regard 
to  local  boundaries o 

The  examination  of  pathological,  specimens  and  milk  and 
water  samples  is  undertaken,  without  charge*,  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Monsa.ll  Hospital s  Manchester® 
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SECTION  C 


PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER. 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


There  were  307  notified  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  during  the  year 
and  this  is  the  highest  figure  ever  recorded  in  the  town0  Cases  occurred 
almost  continuously  between  April  and  November  with  the  peak  periods 
arising  in  May  and  October «  The  eases  were  made  up  as  follows 


Number 


School  Children  *  ® 

Pre  school  inf  ant  s 
Mill  Nursery: 

Infants  *  0 
Adult  s  . « 

Food  handlers 

Other  adults ,  mainly  parents 


Q 

o  ©  ©  ©  o©  ©  o  y 

of  affected  children  54 


307 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  amongst 
school  children,,  and  although  16  out  of  the  23  schools  in  the  Borough 
were  affected  50%*  of  the  cases  occurred  at  one  school  and  the  outbreak 
was  considered  to  have  been  brought  under  control 0  The  first  outbreak 
had  been  in  existence  some  time  at  the  school  before  the  Department 
became  aware  of  it,  and  it  was  brought  to  light  following  a  notification 
of  suspected  food  poisoning*,  Investigation  revealed  the  existence  of 
other  cases  of  diarrhoea  at  the  sarnie  school  as  the  notified  child  and 
faeces  examinations  showed  the  illness  to  be  Sonne  Dysentery®  Over  30 
cases  were  found  to  have  occurred  and  if  earlier  realisation  of  the 
nature  of  the  infection  had  been  made  it  is  believed,  that  the  outbreak 
would  not  have  been  of  the  same  magnitude 0  Health  Visitors  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors  were  involved  in  a  considerable  amount  of 
'work  and  603  faeces  specimens  were  collected  for  examination  in  the 
course  of  the  enquiry®  In  an  outbreak  of  this  size  and  with  the  staff 
available  it  does  not  appear  possible  to  attempt  control  by  operating 
a  school  exclusion  period  for  the  affected  children  based  on  the 
receipt  of  negative  bacteriological  specimens®  This  was  attempted  in 
a  smaller  outbreak  in  1954  when  it  was  noted  that  on  an  average ,  cases 
were  baet eriolsgically clear  in?" three1  weeks although1 some  oases* were 
infectious- considerably 'longer  than  this*  -  o  In  this  outbreak'  a  three 
weeks  exclusion  periodowas  applied*  to  all.raff©dted '^children1  •  <• 

providing  the  child  had  been  clear  of  diarrhoea  for  at  least  one  week® 
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This  arbitraiy  figure  appears  to  achieve  satisfactory  control 0  Other 
measures  included  -  notifying  all  medical  practitioners  and  teachers  of 
the  nature  of  the  outbreak  and  of  the  policy  regarding  exclusions 
instructions  to  affected  households  on  personal  hygiene;  frequent 
cleaning  and  disinfection  by  school  caretakers  of  WoCs®  including 
seats  and  door  handles 0 

All  cases  were  thoroughly  investigated  particularly  in  relation 
to  possible  contact  with  food  handlers  and  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
above  figures  nine  food  handlers  were  involvedo  All  these  were  symptom- 
less  excretors  in  dose  family  contact  with  overt  cases 0  Whenever 
practicable^  food  handlers  were  excluded  -from  work  until  negative 
bacteriological  reports  were  received  and  their  co-operation  was 
excellent  o  Two  instances  occurred  where  such  exclusion  from  work  was 
not  practicable  unless  the  food  business  was  to  be  closed  and  the 
measures  taken  may  be  of  interest 0 

Case  lo  Three  children  residing  at  a  farm  we  re  typical  cases 
of  dysentery®  Investigations  revealed  that  the  fanner  and  his 
wife  were  symptomless  excretors  and  no  other  labour  was 
available  for  milking  etc®  Notice  was  served  under  article  20 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 ,  requiring  the  milk 
to  be  heat  treated®  Until  the  farmer  and  his  wife  were  found 
to  be  clear  of  infection  only  bottled,  pasteurised  milk  was 
retailed® 

Case  20  A  butcher  employed  in  his  own  one-man  business  was 
found  to  be  a  symptomless  exoretor,  again  associated  with  his 
child  who  was  a  typical  case®  The  butcher  agreed  to  cease  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  prepared  meat  products  until  he  was 
found  to  be  free  from  infection  and  to  exercise  every  care 
in  hand  washing  procedure  0 

Other  infectious  diseases  were  mild  in  character  and  there 
were  no  deaths®  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria®  Details  of 
diphtheria  iiucnuni  sat  ions  during  195^  are  shown  in  the  following 
tables® 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  during  195&  is  shown  by  the  following 
table 


AGE  AT  DATE  OP  FINAL  INJECTION 

0  - 

1  csa 

2  — 

3  - 

4  - 

Total 

Under  5 
years 

5  = 

10  - 

Total 

5-14 

Inc® 

Total 
aged  15 
&  over 

231 

35 

10 

6 

. 1 

4 

i 

4 

286 

18 

4 

22 

e=3 

The  number  of  children  who  were  given  a  reinforcement  injection 
during  1956^  i0e0  subsequent  to  complete  course,,  is  as  follows^- 


- - - ~ - T" - - - 

AGE  GROUP 


0 

5  - 

10  ot  14 

incl  • 

Total 

0  ***  14 

incl  0 

Total 
aged  15 
and  over 

36 

^ _ _ 

239 

no 

385 

1 

The  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who  had  completed  a 
full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December <>  1956c,  is  as 
follows*- 


.Age  at  31 0  12  0  56 
i<,e©  born  in  year 

Under  1 

19.56 

*“i"  or-* 

1  ™  if. 

1952-1955 

5^9 

1947-1951 

10  -  IV 

1942-1946 

Total 
Under  15 

Number  Immunised 

81 

935 

1 9  686 

1  9  322 

lu*tJ,l~uatl  l,rr .  1111  1  11 

4,034 

TABLE  SHOWING-  NUMBER  OF  GABES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEAgEB 


(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS )  NOTIFIED  HIRING  EACH  YEAR  FROM  1947  TO  1956 


DISEASE 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

19.54 

1955 

1956 

Smallpox  00  ©  © 

03> 

S3ES 

©KSJ 

eras 

tT3T> 

<=> 

cm 

C=3 

cm 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

7 

14 

38 

V 

if 

19 

7 

<1 

16 

“7 

i 

V 

3 

Du  ph  <>>  hero„4s.  00  ©  ©  ©  © 

«5J» 

CSSS 

CTiS 

CT> 

CE3 

CO 

cm 

cm 

errs 

cm 

Enteric  Fever 

C2S 

- 

eras 

CSSS 

CSSS 

C=T* 

cm 

CO 

CO 

cn 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ) 

Acute  Influenzal  Bieumonia) 

48 

32 

30 

4-2 

50 

31 

28 

cj/  ^ 

44 

34 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  0  e  ©  © 

2 

cak 

1 

s=s» 

GSt 

cm 

O 

O 

a 

5 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever  ©  © 

— * 

esa 

1 

<S» 

C3> 

rew 

cm 

cm 

r> 

cm 

Acut  e  Polioigyeliti  s 

3 

1 

1 

2 

CCS 

cm 

C3 

1 

C=3> 

Acut  e  Polio-  encephal.it is 

«2» 

■cast 

eats 

OK9 

CS3» 

Ct-3 

— 

errs 

«=s 

Encephal it i s  Let hargica 

GOB 

- 

OK* 

- 

cm 

csss 

era 

cm 

ca 

Dysent  ery  eo 

CZ* 

130 

23 

10 

7 

cs 

112 

3 

307 

Ophthalmia  Neomtorum  ©c 

8 

2 

4 

1 

C30 

errs 

cm 

CO 

CO 

cm 

Erysipelas  ©  ©  ©  © 

5 

11 

3 

5 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Measles  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

97 

305 

20 

479 

111 

223 

254 

23 

a? 

42 

Whooping  Cough  © ©  ©  © 

38 

105 

16 

123 

66 

104 

72 

74 

104 

86 

Malaria-Contracted  Abroad 

GK» 

1 

<==3 

- 

- 

CE3 

errs 

- 

cm 

Meningococcal  Infection 

e=> 

CO 

CK3 

1 

•=3 

CO 

1 

2 

cm 

Food  Poisoning  ©©  ©  © 

eem 

<=23 

*=* 

cm 

7 

4 

6 

■errs 

4 

cm 

TOTALS 

229 

- = - —51 

464 

90 

711 

255  ( 

392 

372 

26l 

584 

478 

■i> 


NUMBER  OP  DIEEITHEEIA  OASIS  AND  DEATHS,  1937  -  1956 


No0  of  Cases  No©  of  Deaths 


1937 

o  o 

o  o 

o  © 

©  © 

30 

3 

1938 

©  o 

o  o 

o  o 

0  © 

19 

- 

1939 

©  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

14 

era 

1940 

0  O 

0  o 

o  © 

o  o 

.54 

1 

4- 

1941 

©  © 

o  o 

O  0 

©  o 

12 

1942 

o  o 

o  o 

o  © 

o  o 

13 

c=r» 

1943 

0  © 

o  o 

O  <9 

©  o 

25 

- 

1944 

o  o 

0  O 

O  o 

O  <0 

27 

1945 

o  o 

<?  O 

©  -o 

o  o 

42 

1 

1946 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  © 

30 

1947 

o  o 

©  o 

©  © 

©  o 

- 

«=» 

1948 

0  Q 

O  0 

©  o 

©  0 

ra 

C3 

1949 

0  O 

0  O 

©  © 

©  o 

1950 

0  o 

C  O 

o  o 

o  © 

rrj 

1951 

0  0 

0  0 

o  © 

o  o 

<=E* 

CO 

1952 

©  a 

©  o 

©  0 

©  © 

o 

•csss 

1953 

o  o 

o  o 

0  © 

0  O 

<=» 

Q2> 

1954 

0  0 

o  o 

o  © 

©  o 

<=3 

1955 

O  0 

Q  O 

©  © 

©  o 

«= 

era’ 

1956 

O  0 

O  0 

o  o 

0  0 

C33 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

AND  PATHOLOGICAL  ! 

s 

H 

| 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  bacteriological  and 
pathological  examinations  during  the  yearG 


Details  of  Examination 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Faeces  Specimens 

Dysentery 

o  o 

o  o 

267 

33  6 

603 

Typhoid  .  0 

o  o 

o  o 

5 

598 

603 

Salmonella  .  0  0  ©  ©  © 

o  © 

o  © 

603 

603 

Micro  Examination  ©  © 

o  o 

o  o 

23 

117 

140 

Heat  Resistant  Anaerobes 

)'■  •  ')  * 

o  © 

o  © 

C3 

1 

1 

Throat  Swabs 

Vincentes  Organisms  . © 

o  o 

0  0 

<=£3 

2 

2 

Co  Diphtheriae  oe  oc 

0  O 

o  o 

2 

2 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

©  o 

o  o 

— 

2 

2 

Eye  Swab 

Film  90  OO  O  9  OO 

O  0 

o  o 

1 

1 

Culture  oo  o©  oo  oo 

o  o 

o  o 

e=o 

1 

1 

Totals 

o  o 

295 

1 5,663 

ls958 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  ten  new  oases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  and 
five  new  oases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis*  Enquiries  are  made  in  every 
case  about  the  source  of  infection  and  family  and  other  close  contacts 
of  the  patient  are  examined* 

The  new  chest  clinic  -which  opened  at  the  Rossendale  General  Hospital 
during  1953  continued  to  work  very  well  and  provides  much  better  accommo¬ 
dation  and  facilities  than  formerly  * 

During  the  year  135  cases  were  visited,,  the  number  of  visits  paid 
being  788®  Where  desirable ?  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  treatment  is  arranged 
for  after  consultation  between  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  Medical 
Practitioners  concerned,, 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  20o  oases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register,,  Fifteen  cases  were  added  and  five  cases  taken  off  the 
register,,  leaving  a  total  of  216  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year*  The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  on  the  register 
during  the  year* 

PARTICULARS  OF  G.ASES  ON  REGISTER  XURDfl  1956 
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The  following  table  gives  the  age  groups  of  new  cases  taken  on  the 
register  and  deaths  of  cases  removed  from  the  register  during  1956 o 
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GROUP 

HEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-PulmoBarx 

Pulmonary 

Non~Pulmonary 
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Fern5  s 

Males 

Fern®  s 
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Fern®  s 
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Fem3  s 

Under  1 
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C3 

<=» 

e=> 

0 

00 

to 

- 

1-4 

- 

C8 

eo 

1 

«o 

C=) 

cm 

CO 

^  «=»  ^ 

1 

- 

1 

«U> 

«o 

0 

CO 

CO 

10  “*  14 

■8SB 

cza> 

1 

Sfijffi 

GO 

co 

*=» 

S3 

15  —  19 

«3 

1 

1 

- 

CO 

C3 

- 

cm 

20  ct  24 

O 

1 
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- 

CO 

C3 

C=3 

CO 
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- 

1 
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1 
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«rt> 

CO 

cm 
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1 
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o» 

CO 

Ct4» 

- 

<0 

C33 

45  54 

1 
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CO 

C3 

CO 

«ro 

GO 
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** 

2 

GO 

0 

CO 

CO 

cm 

- 

Over  65 

«SS» 

1 

CO 
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1 
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GO 

CO 

3 

7 

3 

2 

- 

1 

— 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS.  1936  -  19.56 
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Pulmonary  Non-Ralmonary  Total 


1936 

O  O 

14 

3 

17 

1937 

O  O 

14 

3 

17 

1938 

O  O 

? 

4 

11 

1939 

O  O 

12 

1 

13 

1940 

O  O 

13 

4 

17 

1941 

e  0 

6 

3 

9 
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0  © 

10 

1 

11 

1943 

0  0 

6 

1 

7 
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12 

5 

17 
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10 

4 

14 

1948 

0  to 

11 

3 

14 
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0  0 

7 

1 

8 
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3 
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9 

— 

9 
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8 
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8 
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0  to 

7 

1 

8 

1952 

0  0 

7 
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7 
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6 
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6 
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0  0 

? 

- 

7 
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0  0 

8 

CO 

8 
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0  © 

cm 

CO 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARX  CIHCUMSTANCES 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 9 


MPo  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  tenth  annual  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspect  or  se  The  period  under  review  is  for  the 
calendar  year  ending  31st  December *  1956*  except  for  the  section  of  the  report 
dealing  with  the  Public  Cleansing  Services  which  covers  the  financial  year 
ending  31st  March*  1957 o  This  introductory  letter  briefly  summarises  the 
most  important  features  of  the  years  work0 

Progress  in  the  provision  of  the  public  water  supply  to  houses  served 
from  private  sources  again  continued  satisfactorily  during  the  yearG  When 
water  supply  conversion  schemes  commenced  five  years  age  1898  houses  were 
connected  to  private  supplies  in  areas  of  the  town  where  conversion  to 
public  supply  appeared  to  be  reasonably  practicable0  At  the  end  of  1956 
some  885  houses  remained  outstanding*  859  houses  having  been  converted* 

73  affected  houses  closed  or  demolished*  and  action  was  in  progress  with 
a  further  81  houses 0  Three  hundred  and  four  (.304-)  of  the  885  houses  still 
on  private  water  supplies  are  included  in  clearance  schemes *  thus  leaving 
a  balance  of  581  houses  requiring  future  attention 

The  rate  of  inspection  and  respresentation  of  clearance  areas  was 
maintained  according  to  the  scheduled  programme*  although  continued  delay 
in  the  erection  of  new  houses  has  produced  a  situation  which  is  now 
preventing  such  progress  being  sustained*.  During  the  year,,  four  clearance 
areas  were  represented  involving  70  houses 0  Three  other  clearance  areas* 
also  containing  70  houses,  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  in  two  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,,  one  of  them  after  Ministerial  enquiry 0  Pour  more  areas 
containing  63  houses  were  inspected  in  1956  and  represented  in  January*  1957 o 
Action  taken  in  respect  of  individual  unfit  houses  resulted  in  the  closure 
of  30  houses  and  the  demolition  of  25  house sc  The  Committee  considered 
proposals  for  the  improvement  of  certain  back  to  back  houses  following  a 
survey  report  and  the  decisions  regarding  the  blending  of  demolition  and 
improvement  schemes*  visualised  in  last  yearfls  report  *  are  summarised  in 
the  Housing  section  of  this  report e 

The  4th  of  July  has  long  been  celebrated  in  the  U  0  SQ  A*  as  Independence 
Day*  and  one  hopes  that  in  years  to  come  this  day  in  England  will  be  equally 
significant  o  On  this  day  in  1956  the  statutory  instrument  was  provided 
in  the  form  of  the  Glean  Air  Act*  1956*  which  it  is  hoped  will  produce 
a  freedom  from  air  pollution  which  many  parts  of  the  country  have  not  known 
since  the  Industrial  Revolution*  The  Beaver  Report  on  Air  Pollution  had* 
as  an  objective  of  its  recommendations*  the  hope  that  by  the  end  of  a  10  or 
15  year  period  the  total  smoke  in  all  heavily  polluted  areas  would  be 
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reduced  by  something  of  the  order  of  BOfoo  Various  appointed  days  are  to  be 
made  "when  the  different  provisions  are  to  become  effectiveQ  A  number  of 
the  provisions  came  into  force  on  the  31st  December  a  195&  including  those 
relating  to  smoke  control  areas  and  the  prior  approval  of  new  furnaces ,  but 
the  principle  sections  dealing  with  industrial  pollution  will  not  operate 
until  sometime  in  1958 o  When  fully  operative  the  Act  seeks  to  reduce  in¬ 
dustrial  smoke  to  a  maximum  permissible  density  of  a  light  grey  character , 
whilst  domestic  smoke  will  be  dealt  with  by  the  creation  of  smoke  control 
areas  in  which  the  use  of  bituminous  coals  in  domestic  grates  will  be  an 
offence o  The  task  confronting  local  authorities  in  industrial  areas  will 
be  a  large  one  and  the  industrialist  and  every  householder  will  have  a 
responsibility  in  the  mat t er 0  Attainment  of  the  “Industrial  Standard” 
will  call  for  the  provision  of  efficient  and  properly  instrumented  plants 
operated  by  skilled  stokers,  and  I  doubt  whether  the  full  implications 
of  the  Act  are  realised  by  many  firms 0  Similarly ,  doubt  is  expressed  as 
to  whether  many  householders  realise  that  domestic  smoke  accounts  for  half 
the  total  pollution  of  the  air  and  this  pollution,  it  must  be  remembered,  is 
emitted  at  a  very  low  level  0  Considerable  publicity  and  education  will  be 
needed  to  bring  home  the  salient  features  of  the  prbblem0  It  is  significant 
that  the  new  Act  acknowledges  the .  value  of  propaganda  and  local  authorities 
now  have  powers  to  undertake  research  and  to  initiate  publicity  by  lectures , 
film  displays ,  exhibitions  and  related  methods 0 

The  year  also  brought  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955  and  much  time  was  spent  advising  food  traders  of  the 
new  provisions  embodied  in  the  Regulations,,  Generally  speaking  the 
response  lias  been  satisfactory  and  it  is  considered  that  recent  years 
have  seen  a  marked  improvement  in  the  general  standard  of  food  shops  in  the 
Borough 0  The  100%  inspection  of  all  food  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough  ms  maintained  despite  an  increase  in  kill  during  the  year  and  it 
was  pleasing  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  meat  and  offal  found  to  be  infected 
with  tuberculosis  continued  its  rapid  downward  trend  noted  last  yearQ  The 
ever  increasing  number  of  tuberculin  tested)  cat  tie  throughout  the  country 
gives  hope  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  decade  tuberculosis  in  cattle  will 
have  been  eliminated  to  a  great  extents 

The  internal  reconditioning  and  improvement  to  the  centre  town  con¬ 
veniences  and  the  provision  of  a  new  mortuary  were  other  proposals  sanctioned 
during  the  year*  Both  these  schemes  have  been  long  overdue  and  it  is 
hoped  the  next  annual  report  can  indicate  their  couplet ion0 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  record  the  Departments  appreciation  of 
the  encouragement  and  support  received  from  all  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  also  thank  all  colleague  Officials  for  their  co-op eration0  My  personal 
thanks  are  also  due  to  a  very  capable  and  loyal  staff  and  body  of  employees 
for  their  unstinting  service  during  the  3?earo 

1  am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

Co  CUNLIFFB 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspect  or  0 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  ?8  houses  in  the  Ccwpe  district  9  which  are 
supplied  from  mains  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Bacup  Corporation^  the 
public  water  supply  to  8082  houses  in  the  Borough  is  furnished  by  the 
IrwelX  Valley  Wafer  Boardo  The  renaming  1159  houses  are  supplied  from 
private  sources^  the  water  being  piped  into  the  houses  in  all  but  12 
instanceso  Seven  new  houses  and  87  existing  houses  were  connected  to 
the  public  supply  during  the  ye arc 

lc  PUBLIC  aiEFLY 

Upland  surface  reservoirs  at  Clowbridge^  Greenfold  and  Clough,  Bottom^ 
all  of  which  are  chlorinated  and  filtered 9  provide  the  source  for  the  main 
public  supply o  Owing  to  certain  waters  being  derived,  from  peaty  moorlands 
there  is  a  liability  to  plumb o« solvency  and  the  water  is  lime  treated  to 
overcome  this®  Ninety- six  examinations  for  plumbo-  solvency  were  made 
and  found  to  be  mainly  satisfactory 0  The  Water  Board  also  reports  that 
satisfactory  results  were  obtained  from.  96  bacteriological  and  22  chemical 
examinations  carried  out  during  the  ye a.r0 


20  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 


Progress  has  continued  satisfactorily  in  dealing  with  unsatisfactory 
private  water  supplies 0  Details  of  this  progress  are  given  below0 


PROGRESS  BY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Informal  Notices  served  on  owners 
Reminder  Notices  served  ©n  owners 
Formal  Notices  sewed  on  owners 


Schemes  prepared  and  forwarded  to 
Water  Undertakers  oo  oo  00 

Schemes  approved  by  Council  0  0 
Houses  dealt  with  under  Housing  Acts 
(closure  or  demolition) 

PROGRESS  BY  WATER  UNDERTAKES 

New  mains  laid  OG  00  oo  oo 

PROGRESS  BY  OWNERS 

Agreement  received  from  owners  to 
connect  to  new  mains  0 o  o o 
Action  by  local  authority  in  default 
Connected  to  new  mains  co  DO 


NOo  of  Notices 


1951/5 

1956 

Totals 

1,300 

11 

ia3H 

735 

71 

806 

77 

8 

85 

NOo 

of  Houses 

1951/5 

1956 

Totals 

1,568 

11 

1,579 

929 

11 

940 

59 

14 

73 

915 

15 

930 

827 

51 

878 

17 

C^> 

17 

772 

87 

859 

19“ 


CONTROL  MEASURES  -  Sampling 


Bacterid- 

ami  tmmmm  mm  mmcammammKammmmmm 

logical 

1951/5  1956 


Chemical 

Xo'rganic 

Corrt  ent ) 
1951/5  1956 


Chemical 

(Presence 

of  LeadJ 
1951/5"1956 


NOo  of  samples  collected  *<> 

727 

51 

90 

czst 

126 

NOo  reported,  satisfactory  0  * 

312 

19 

74 

- 

86 

NOo  reported  suspicious 

91 

13 

11 

C3 

No0  reported  unsatisfactory 

324 

19 

5 

caa 

40 

CONTROL  MEASURES  «*  Warning  Letters  to  Consumers 

NOo  of  Houses 

195175  195 &  Total s 


Still 

r-nwrra.1 .  «r /juqwiram 

Operative 

31/12/5^7 


Advice  to  boil  and  to  run  standing 


water  to  waste  ©  <,  ©  o  o  o 

295 

CZD 

295 

13 

Advice  to  boil  only  ©  0 

Advice  to  run  standing  water  to 

659 

ces 

659 

109 

waste  only  ©<>  ©  ©  o  ©  oo 

25 

25 

14 

drainage  and  _SBWBRADB. 

The  sewerage  scheme  is  on  the  separate  sy  st em0  The  sewage  disposal 
plant  is  situated  in  the  neighbouring  town  of  Haslingden  and  is  controlled 
by  the  Haslingden^  Rawtenstall  and  Bacup  Outfall  Sewage  Board „  Treatment 
is  by  precipitation  and  filtration0 


Seven  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  during 
the  year  and  this  is  the  total  extent  of  new  work  undertaken0  Three 
hundred  and  seven  houses  are  not  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  but 
the  majority  of  these  are  outlying  farms  and  cottages  not  connected  by 
reason  of  their  isolation 

There  were  570  inspections  made  in  connection  with  drainage  defects 
and  520  complaints  of  blocked  drains  and  closets  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Department  during  the  year*  The  employment  of  a  man  for  the  prompt 
release  of  blocked  drains  provides  a  valuable  service  and  complaints  are 
normally  dealt  with  within  24  hours  of  receipt  0 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


The  Rivers  Irwell ,  Liny  Water  and  Whitewall  Brook  are  polluted  by 
industrial  premises  in  the  area  and  improvement  in  this  matter  is  one  of 
the  chief  sanitary  requirements  in  this  district 0 


Appreciable  indiscriminate  pollution  also  occurs  in  certain  areas 
where  household  property  is  adjacent  to  the  river  banks©  Although  none 
of  this  can  be  condoned 5  some  of  the  objectionable  practices  stem  from 
the  badly  sited  refuse  and  .sanitary  accommodation  often  associated  with 
back- 1  o-back  hou s e s  0 

The  responsible  authority  for  dealing  with  pollution  is  the  Mersey 
River  Board  with  whom  contact  was  made  on  a  number  of  occasions  during 
the  year  regarding  abnormal  pollutions^  and  the  fullest  co-operation  was 
obtained  from  the  officers  concerned,.  The  area  of  the  Board  is  based  on 
the  natural  drainage  areas  of  rivers  and  streams  which  ultimately  feed 
the  River  Mersey 0 


SANITARY  ACCOMODATION 


NOo  of  privy  middens  « 0  00  ©  <>  ©  ©  00 

No0  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens  ©© 
]No o  Ox  pari  clos et o  00  <?©  00  o  ©  00 

No©  of  dry  ashpits  (exclusive  of  middens)© © 
No©  of  waste  water  closets  ©©  OQ  •• 

NOo  of  fresh  water  closets 
No©  of  portable  receptacles  for  refuse 


o  o 

o  c 

o  o 

O'  o 

a  c 

o  o 

o  © 


o  © 

o  c 

®  o 

©  <& 


©  © 

e  o 

©  © 


2,772 
6  ^  021 
9,895 


Satisfactory  progress  continued  to  be  maintained  in  the  conversion 
of  waste  water  closets  to*  fresh  water  closets  and  75  such  improvements 
were  carried  out  during  the  year0  The  Council  contribute  £10  towards 
the  cost  of  such  conversions  and  one  half  the  cost  of  the  plumbing  and 
drainage  work  in  the  case  of  pail  conversions 0 


Since  the  scheme  was  instituted  in  Mayf  1952*  applications  have 
been  approved  for  the  conversion  of  35  pail  closets  and  575  waste  water 
closet  So  Grants  approved  total  £655  4s*  10do  in  respect  of  pails  and 
£5,319  5s0  Qd0  in  respect  of  waste  water  closets© 

RJEL10  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1956 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  inspections  made  by  public 
health  inspectors  during  the  year© 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATE  ON 

- inani—  umii  hi'biib  1  mfT  ii  m  1 

Cleansing  and  Salvage 
Disinfection  ©  ©  o o 
Drainage  and  Sewerage  © 0 
Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Infectious  Diseases  oc 


Primary 

Visits 


Re- 

Visits 


Totals 


142 

- 

142 

24 

24 

464 

106 

570 

27 

35 

62 

290 

217 

507 

Primary 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

Totals 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  cont„ 

Keeping  of  Animals 

o  © 

o  © 

o  o 

1 

<=o 

1 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous)  00 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

120 

54 

174 

Offensive  Trades 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

2 

«=> 

2 

Pet  Animals  Act  0  c  0 © 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

3 

C3 

3 

Public  Conveniences 

o  o 

o  o 

O  G 

362 

- 

362 

Refuse  Accommodation  0  0  ©  * 

*  a 

o  o 

o  o 

137 

49 

186 

River  Pollution  0 « 

o  o 

G  O 

o  o 

6 

- 

6 

Rodent  Control  . 0  « © 

0  o 

o  o 

Q  O 

21 

127 

148 

Sanitary  Accommodation  0 © 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

155 

16 

171 

School S  oo  OO  OO  OO 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

4 

<=> 

4 

Shop s  Act  oo  oo  oo  oo 

o  o 

o  o 

•  o 

340 

24 

364 

Smoke  Abatement  QO 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

36 

5 

41 

Smoke  Observations  0  0  ©  o 

G  O 

9  O 

o  o 

6l 

61 

Verminous  Premises  0  ©  0  • 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

4 

2 

6 

Water  Sampling 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

73 

CD 

73 

Wat  er  Suppl i es  ( pri vat  e ) 

o  o 

O  9 

O  G 

61 

O 

61 

HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION 

Dwelling  house  Repairs  -  HoAo 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

253 

270 

523 

Dwelling  house  Repairs  -  P0H0Ao 

0  O 

o  o 

182 

180 

362 

Enquiries  (Miscellaneous)  co 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

79 

2 

81 

Overcrowd!. ng  * 0 

o  o 

O  0 

o  o 

1 

cn 

1 

Survey  0  0 

o  © 

o  o 

o  o 

ip  013 

4 8 

1  061 

POOD  ADMINISTRATION 

Food  Inspection  0  e  • 0 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

91 

CS5 

91 

Food  Poisoning 

o  o 

o  o 

o  a 

2 

O 

2 

Food  Premises  -  Bakehouses 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

8 

37 

45 

Butchers 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

10 

79 

89 

Canteens  00 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

2 

- 

2 

Catering  Establishments 

o  o 

7 

19 

26 

Confectioners 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

18 

49 

6? 

Food  Preparing 

o  e 

o  o 

o  o 

14 

35 

49 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

0  o 

o  o 

11 

22 

33 

Greengrocers 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

3 

16 

19 

Grocers  0 © 

O  G 

o  o 

o  o 

35 

91 

126 

Licensed  Premises 

o  o 

o  o 

3 

5 

8 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

O  Q 

2 

8 

10 

Ice  Cream  Retailers 

o  o 

o  o 

13 

12 

25 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  ~  Bacteriological 

o  o 

15 

- 

15 

Meat  Inspection  0 ©  ©  © 

©  o 

o  o 

o  o 

Ip  349 

C3? 

Ip  349 

Milk  Sampling  0  ©  ©  © 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

78 

5 

83 

Slaughterhouses  0©  ©o  ©o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

11 

2 

13 

Totals  oo  oo  oo  oo 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

5  p  533 

1,515 

7S048 

22 


WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  IKE  TEAR 


The  following  list  of  housing  defects  and  nuisances  were  discovered, 
remedied  and  dealt  with  by  service  of  not  ice  0  The  list  of  defects  noted 
and  remedied  in  connection  with  food  premises  is  set  out  on  page  41  of 
the  report  o 

DWELLING  HOUSE  REPAIRS  AND  NUISANCES 


RECORDED  IN  JOURNAL  (P.H.A.  ) 


External 

-  .  * 

Found 

Abated 

Roofs  00  00 

O  © 

00  00 

0  0 

O  0 

O  O 

14 

8 

Chimney  Stacks  e  0 

O  O 

00  ©  0 

0  0 

9  O 

9  O 

7 

4 

Chimney  Flues 

O  O 

00  00 

O  0 

O  O 

0  0 

5 

3 

Eavesgutters 

©  O 

0  ©  00 

O  O 

O  O 

O  © 

17 

11 

Rain  Water  Pipes 

O  O 

00  00 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

6 

7 

Walls  -  Structure 

©  O 

» 0  00 

0  c 

O  O 

O  O 

1 

OO 

Wall  Pointings  « a 

<5  0 

00  © 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

13 

10 

Yard  Surfacing s 

O  © 

00  00 

0  0 

O  0 

O  O 

1 

1 

Outbuildings  0  e 

O  © 

00  00 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

7 

13 

Bails  Defective 

O  O 

0 1>  00 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

1 

1 

Waste  Water  Closets 

Defective  00 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

35 

32 

Waste  Water  Closets  Converted  *  0 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

cn» 

2 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

Defective  0 0 

0  0 

0  © 

G  0 

8 

9 

Drains  0 0  e 0 

0  0 

OO  GO 

0  0 

O  O 

O  O 

41 

33 

Dustbins  Defective 

©  0 

OO  CO 

0  0 

*  O 

•  0 

~7 

i 

8 

Dustbins  Insufficient 

00  0  0 

0  0 

©  O 

O  O 

1 

1 

Internal 

Ceilings,,  Ceiling  Plaster 

0  0 

0  O 

0  O 

3 

5 

Wall  Plaster 

©  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0 

O  O 

0  O 

1 

6 

Windows  0  0 

0  0 

O  0  OO 

0  0 

O  O 

•  O 

9 

6 

Doors 9  Door  Woodwork 

0  0  0  0 

0  0 

O  O 

0  0 

1 

3 

Floors  00  00 

0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0 

*  O 

O  O 

5 

3 

Fireplaces 

0  0 

O  Q  O  O 

0  0 

O  O 

C  O 

2 

2 

Mi soellaneous 

Water  Supply  Fittings 

00  0  0 

0  0 

O  O 

a  0 

4 

6 

Offensive  Accumulations 

«  0  0  0 

0  0 

O  O 

O  0 

e» 

2 

Water  Supplies  Unsatisfactory  *0 

0  0 

O  0 

0  © 

11 

87 

Total  Defects 

0  0 

0  0  0  0 

0  0 

O  © 

0  0 

200 

263 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  e  * 

0  0 

0  O 

283 

Statutory  «<> 

0  0 

O  O 

8 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


There  are  64  factory  chimneys  in  the  Borough  of  which  52  are  used  in 
connection  with  steam  raising  plants  as  follows  s- 

Bower*  process  and  heating  •  <»  o  o  « o  17 

Power  and  process  only  * «  •  •  o  0  o  o  6 

Heating  only  0 «  <> »  « •  « *  o .  o  o  29 

The  results  of  the  64  smoke  observations  taken  during  the  year  were 
as  follows  and  industrial  firms  were  notified  of  all  results  of  obser¬ 
vations  0 


Less  than  three  minutes  black  smoke 

emitted  per  half  hour  (Bye-law  standard)  43 
More  than,  three  minutes  black  smoke 

emitted  per  half  hour  a  0  00  00  00  21 

Two  industrial  firms  responded  to  reports  of  smoke  nuisances  by 
carrying  out  major  improvement s«  In  one  case  three  Lancashire  boilers 
were  fitted  with  chain  grate  stokers  with  elimination  of  any  appreciable 
dark  smoke  emission0  In  the  second  case  a  steam  engine  in  a  cotton  mill 
was  replaced  by  an  electrical  motor  as  the  prime"'  mover *  the  Lancashire 
boiler  being  retained  for  heating  purposes  only* 

Following  advice  from  the  Department  q  several  other  firms  agreed 
to  call  on  the  services  of  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency 
Service 0 

The  introductory  letter  has  commented  on  the  new  Glean  Air  Aetc 
All  firms  in  the  Borough  have  been  issued  with  a  summary  of  the  Act 
with  particular  reference  to  industrial  plants  and  it  is  hoped  to  visit 
all  works  in  the  town  in  1957  to  emphasise  the  new  requirement s„  First 
impressions  reveal  that  major  overhaul  of  plant  will  be  required  in  the 
near  future  by  many  firms  in  order  to  comply  with  requirements*  others 
do  not  fully  appreciate  the  implication  of  the  Act0  It  is  not  generally 
realised  that  there  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  density  of  smoke  now 
permitted  under  present  bye-laws*  which  only  take  exception  to  "black” 
smoke*  and  the  permissible  "light  grey"  maximum  indicated  by  the  new  Acte 

i 

DISINFESTATION 

Advice  and  assistance  is  given  to  all  occupiers  of  infest ed  premises 
who  seek  our  help 0  Treatment  for  householders  is  free  if  their  co¬ 
operation  can  be  secured*  and  the  methods  vary  according  to  circumstances 0 
The  substances  used  are  10$  D»D®T0  powders  with  pyrethrum*  5%  liquid  D0D0To 
in  kerosene  and  Fumite  D0D0T0 /Lindane  smoke  generators.. 


-24 


Treatment  by  the  Department 
following  cases?- 


s  staff  has  been  undertaken  in  the 

NOo  of  NOo  of 

Premises  Rooms 

~n — i ir  ■■in  i  in  in  i  iimi  -  


Bugs 

Cockroaches 


Pleas 

Furniture  Beetles 
House  Plies 


Domestic  •  0 

Domestic 
Factories 
Canteens 

Licensed  Premises 
Schools  o «  o o 

Domestic 
Factories  0 « 

Domestic 
Domesti  O  o  o 


o  o 

Q  O 

©  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

©  o 

o  o 

o  o 

&  o 


3 

9 

1 

2 

2 


6 

86 

1 

1 

6 

9 

30 

1 

4 

2 


DISINFECTION 


Twenty- four1  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
disinfection  of  rooms  and  articles**  The  following  treatments  were  given 
in  1956s- 


Disinfected 


Destroyed 


Rooms  ©  c  oo  o  o 

o  o 

ToBo 

10 

Others  T0B0 

12 

Others 

Beds  o  ©  o  o  o o 

o  o 

6 

6  **=• 

9 

Other  Articles 

©  o 

104 

50 

46 

SCHOOLS 


There  are  24  schools  in  the  Borough  and  the  following  table  sets 
out  the  general  standard  of  sanitary  arrangement sG  The  Regulations 
referred  to  are  based  on  the  School  Premises  Amending  Regulations 0 


Yard  Surfaces  unsatisfactory 
Sani t ary  Accommodat ions- 

Fresh  water  closets  only 

Trough  closets  only 

Refuse  disposal  by  dustbins  „  <> 

Water  Supply s- 

Public  mains  *  0  « « 

Private  supplies 


o  o  o  © 


o  o  o  © 

•  ©  ©  o 

•  *  ©  © 


o  o  •  © 

o  o  o  o 


’Washing  facilities  unsatisfactory  according  to 
standards  prescribed  by  Regulations 

Drinking  facilities  unsatisfactory 


o  © 


o  © 

©  © 

©  © 


©  © 

o  o 


©  © 


12 


23 
1 

24 


23 

1 


17 

20 


©  © 


o  o 


©  © 


©  o 


The  facilities  for  handling  school  meals  were  mainly  satisfactory 
and  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  ob  served  0  A  central  meal  kitchen 
supplies  the  majority  of  schools 9  the  meals  being  carried  in  insulated 
containerso  Periodic  visits  were  made  by  public  health  inspectors 
during  the  year0 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  one  tripe  dressing  premise  in  the  Borough  which  receives 
periodic  inspect ion 0 

TENTS,  VMS  AND  SHEDS 

Control  of  moveable  dwellings  is  effected  by  Section  12*0  of  the 
Rawt enstall  Corporation  Act  p  1907  o  No  applications  were  made  during 
the  yearc 

RAG-  FLOCK 


The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,,  1951c,  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  November <>  1951?,  and  the  Act  repeals  the  Rag  Flock 
Acts  of  1911  and  19280  There  are  no  licensed  premises  within  the 
Borough  but  three  premises  are  registered  as  users  of  filling  materials 0 

RODENT  CONTROL 


One  man  is  employed  full  time  on  Rodent  Control  work  with  extra 
assistance  being  furnished  as  required  for  sewer  and  river  bank 
treatment  So  A  free  service  is  given  to  tenants  of  domestic  property 
but  a  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  business  premiseso  Owing 
to  the  prolonged  wet  summer  it  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  the 
annual  large  scale  treatment  of  river  banks 0  Treatment  was  confined  to 
those  sections  which  were  the  features  of  complaint  or  associated  with 
the  treatment  of  nearby  property 0  The  inspection  of  agricultural 
property  was  intensified  and  approximately  one-third  of  the  farms  in 
the  Borough  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  of  these  13  were  found  to 
be  infested  and  treatment  givenc  The  following  summary  sets  out  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  ye ar0 


TYPE  OP  PROFEKTY 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All 

Others 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Aut horl t y 8  s  Di  st  ri  ct  .  * 

12 

9S  597 

220 

918 

10  s  747 

Number  of  properties  inspec¬ 
ted  as  a  result  of?- 

(a)  Notification  ,c 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e0g0  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

3 

2 

C£> 

146 

58 

145 

7 

59 

C =5 

76 

17 

126 

232 

136 

271 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re- inspect ions 

39 

is  032 

148 

518 

Is  737 

Number  of  properties  inspec¬ 
ted  which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by?- 

(.)  Eat,  "  " 

(b)  Mice  >f^0r 
v  '  (Minor 

4 

1 

cssr 

«> 

CSf* 

54 

1 

67 

1 

.21 

*s» 

8 

32 

9 

25 

13 

108 

10 

92 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Author! tv 

2 

115 

13 

57 

187 

Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatment  s 

5 

122 

14 

71 

212 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the  Act 

ra» 

«fi23 

•van 

tr-3 

CT) 

Number  of  "Block"  Control 
schemes  carried  out 

6 

CT 

6 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  sewers  in  the  town  were  treated  twice 


during  the  year  with  the  following 
SEWER  TREATMENTS 


Total  number  of  manholes 
No0  testPfekiie&  v* 

Noo  shoeing 

No »  showing  ->  couplet  e  . 9  take 8 


result ss 


Test 

Baiting 

1st  Treatment 

2nd  Treatment 

2,020 

2,020 

2,020 

2,020 

82? 

827 

369 

296 

141 

(*» 

259 

88 

It  will  be  observed  that  100%  test  baiting  of  all  manholes  occurred 
and  the  results  confirmed  the  view  that  the  10%  annual  test  baiting  of 
the  supposedly  non-infested  areas  has  been  inadequate0  The  last  full 
scale  treatment  was  in  194&o  The  number  of  manholes  found  to  be  infested 
this  year  proved  to  be  the  highest  recorded  and  in  future  a  20%  annual 
test  baiting  will  be  carried  outQ  This  coupled  with  the  use  of  bait 
containing  a  mould  inhibitor,  enabling  test  bait  readings  to  be  taken 
not  less  than  one  week  after  laying  of  the  bait  should  <>  it  is  hoped5 
ensure  a  better  standard  of  control 0 

Very  successful  results  were  obtained  during  the  second  treatment 
of  the  year  by  giving  a  trial  to  the  new  technique  of  extended  pre¬ 
baiting  using  parani. t rophenol  as  a  bait  preservative 0  The  experiment 
exposed  the  limitations  of  the  standard  method  of  treatment  and 
justified  its  use  in  next  years1  treatment sc 

FET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


The  above  Act<>  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  Aprils,  1952c, 
seeks  to  control  the  conditions  under  which  pet  animals  are  kept  for 
sale0  All  primary  inspections  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
the  local  inspector  of  the  R0S0PoC0Ao  Three  premises  are  licensed 
under  the  above  Act0 


FACTORIES  ACT , 

1937 

NOo  on 
Register 

NOo  of 

Inspections 

No.o  of 
Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1c,  3* 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  0  0 

182 

Factories  not  included  above  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

162 

62 

11 

Other  premises  to  which  Section  7 
applies  q  o  oo  oo  o  o  o  o 

4 

c=> 

- 

Totals  o o 

348 

62 

11 

-2&= 


DEFECTS  FOUND 


Sardt ary  C onveni enc  es  %  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Totals 


Referred 


to  Ho  Mo 

by  HoM. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector  Inspector 

10 

4 

«Xg» 

*rxo 

10 

1 

1 

11 

4 

- 

11 

OUTWORKERS 


In  accordance  with  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act*,  1937  notifications 
on  the  August  list  were  received  from  five  factory  occupiers  in  the  Borough 
that  31  outworkers  were  employed  in  classes  of  work  specified  by  order 0 
This  shows  an  increase  of  11  outworkers  from  last  yearG  These  were  entirely 
connected  with  the  slipper  industry*  In  six  cases p  where  the  outworker 
carried  on  work  outside  the  Borough 9  the  appropriate  Local  Authorities 
were  informed 0 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse*  including  salvage*  Es 
undertaken  by  five  So Lb  freighters* 

The  town  is  divided  into  four  districts  and  a  weekly  system  of  refuse 
collection  is  maintained  throughout  the  year  apart  from  such  times  as 
when  holidays  intervene  or  when  wintry  cord.it ions  impede  collections*  The 
fifth  vehicle  is  engaged  mainly  on  salvage  collection* 

The  average  length  of  haul  to  the  tip  is  2^  miles 0 

In  July  a  16/18  cubic  yard  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  was  delivered  and 
collection  districts  were  re-organised  so  as  to  ensure  that  all  long 
distance  hauls  to  tip  were  undertaken  by  the  larger  capacity  vehicle* 

The  saving  effected  by  the  new  arrangement  amounted  to  the  approximate 
equivalent  of  a  penny  rate* 

REFUSE  STORAGE 

Refuse  storage  arrangements  are*,  on.  the  whole*,  maintained  by  property 
owners  in  a  satisfactory  condition*  With  very  few  exceptions  they  respond 
readily  to  informal  notice  from  the  Department  and  request  us  to  supply 
renewals*  During  the  year  376  dust  bins  were  supplied  by  the  Department* 
Generally ,  therefore*,  the  bins  throughout  the  town  are  of  standard  type, 
mainly  of  the  2-g-  cu*  ft*  B0SsSo  pattern*  Refuse  is  collected  from  9^598 
promises*  There  are  15  ashpits  at  isolated  cottages  not  situated 


conveniently  for  regular  collection0  The  worst  feature  of  the  storage 
accommodation  is  in  connection  with  certain  types  of  back-to-back  houses 
where  communal  bin  stores  and  sharing  of  dustbins  is  an  unsatisfactory 
feature o 

REKJSE  DISPOSAL 


Disposal  of  refuse  is  dealt  with  on  controlled  tipping  lines  at 
Meadow  Head  Tip,  although  some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining 
sufficient  covering  material  for  satisfactory  tip  sealing 0  It  is 
considered  that  in  the  near  future  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  advantages  which  could  be  gained  by  the  mechanisation  of  much  of 
this  worko  Machines  are  available  which  are  able  to  carry  out  all 
phases  3  of  the  work  carried  out  by  human  labour  i0e0  they  are  capable 
of  levelling  and  consolidating  refuse,  excavating  soil  for  cover  and 
transporting  to  the  point  of  operation  The  number  of  loads  tipped 
during  the  year  ms  as  follows s- 


Refuse  0 o 
Sweepings 
Gully  Mat  erial  0  0 
Various  0 «  00 


00  00 

00  00 

00  00 

00  00 


00  00 

00  00 

00  00 

00  00 


o  c 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


4,359 

91 

144 

747 


PAIL  CLOSETS 

The  mechanical  gully  emptier  is  hired  from  the  Highways  Department 
on  two  days  per  week  for  the  emptying  of  170  pails  provided  at  unsewered 
property  0  The  large  majority  of  these  pails  are  emptied  weekly  and  on 
each  occasion  the  emptied  pail  i.s  charged  with  approximately  a  gallon  of 
M strong85  disinfectant  fluido 


CLEANSING  COSTS 


Costs  for  the  service  bear  favourable  comparison  with  those  for 
similar  sxme  and  type  of  Authority  in  the  country  according  to  the 
Public  Cleansing  Costing  Returns  published  for  1955/56  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Q 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  (excluding  excreta 
removed)  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1957,  was  as  follows?- 


Total  gross  expenditure 
Gross  income  00  00  00 

N et t  00 st  00  00  00  00 

Nett  cost  per  1,000  population 
Nett  cost  per  1,000  premises 


o  o 

Q  O 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


Nett  cost  per  ton 


Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

£ 

£ 

£ 

15*025 

2,516 

17*541 

95 

1,678 

1*773 

14*9.30 

838 

15*768 

606 

34 

640 

1*573 

88 

l,66l 

0 

*-d 

0 

m 

£  So  do 

£  So 

1  14  4 

1  11 

1  16 

“30= 


SALVAGE 


The  weight  and  value  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  was  as 
follows?* 


To 

Cc 

Qo 

£ 

So 

d, 

Waste  Paper0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

211 

9 

1 

1,476 

14 

9 

Textiles 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

6 

15 

3 

12 

5 

0 

Perrons  Metals  0@ 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

16 

0 

5 

19 

6 

Non-ferrous  Metals 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1 

9 

0 

48 

10 

6 

Scrap  Tins  *>  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

8 

9 

0 

44 

17 

6 

Totals  00  00 

O  c 

0  0 

0  0 

228 

19 

0 

1,588 

7 

3 

Less  Salvage  5 Bonus0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

310 

13 

6 

Nett  Income 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1,277 

13 

9 

There  was  a  64^0  increase  in  the  weight  of  waste  paper  recovered 
during  the  yearG  This  followed  re-introduction  of  the  bonus  scheme 
and  also  the  re-organisation  effected  after  delivery  of  the  new  vehicle0 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Mention  was  made  in  the  introductory  letter  of  the  decision  to 
completely  recondition  the  Queen  Square  Conveniences  in  1957 o  This 
work  is  long  overdue  but  has  been  delayed  by  the  expectation  of  new 
conveniences  being  erected  in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  new  bus 
station*.  As  this  latter  scheme  is  likely  to  be  delayed  by  the 
restrictions  of  capital  expenditure  it  was  decided  to  proceed  with 
the  improvements  of  the  convent ences0  The  provision  of  washing 
facilities  in  the  conveniences^  which  .have  not  a  full  time  attendant  9 
is  somewhat  experimental t  but  the  facility  is  very  desirable  and  it  is 
hoped  mil  not  be  abused*. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty^two  visits  were  paid  by  members  of  the 
staff  to  the  public  conveniences  in  the  area  during  the  year*, 


—oGo— * 


SECTION  E 


HOJSINC 


NEW  HOUSES 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 5 


Houses  Flats 


a)  E^y  the  local  authority 

b)  By  other  local  authorities 

c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

INSiECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 


o  o 


o  o 


©  o 


o  o 


o  o 


7 


o  o 


o  o 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  purpose 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fits- 

fa)  Number  found  during  the  year  00 
(b )  Number  at  end  of  year  0  o  o  o  00 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  sill 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit 


o  o 


©  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 


385 

isoa 


145 

1,362 


2 hO 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  during  the  year 

a)  Unfit  houses 

b)  Other  houses 
Number  of  persons  displaced 


$ 


o  o 

o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


2 

CZZ3 

39 


HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  years- 
Housing  Acts  1936  - 

(a)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

action  (Section  11) 

(b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 

under  Section  11  and  still  in  force 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

Housing  Act  ^  1949  ~ 

(a)  Closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders 
(Section  3(1)  and  Section  3(2)) 

Local  Government  (Mscc  Provisions)  Act#  1953 
(a)  Closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders 
under  Sections  10(l)  and  11(2) 


‘  j  Number  of 
Houses 


Persons 


25 

29 


o  o 


2 
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HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  (continued) 


REPAIRS  TOPING  YEAR 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  local  authority 
under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


215 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  - 

( a )  By  owner  0 «  <>  o  o  © 

(b)  By  .local  authority  in  default 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  © 


©  o 


Housing  Act p  1936  ~  houses  made  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (Section  9<>  10 9  11  and  16)  - 
a)  By  owners  0  o  o  o  0  o 
h)  By  local  authority  in  default 


o  o 


o  © 


o  © 


o  o 


©  o 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act p  1954  ~ 

Houses  reconstructed  and  Demolition  Orders  revoked 

UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Repairs  and.  Rents  Act,  1954) 

(a.)  Number  of  houses  retained  at  end  of  year  for  temporary 
accommodation  and  approved  for  grant  under  Section  7 
(b)  Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a) 

(e)  Number  of  Houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 
temporary  occupation  (Section  6) 


©  o 


o  o 


o  o 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  -  IMPROVEMENT  GRAM’S 


No,  of 


J  O  cro 
© 


Schemes  submitted  during  year 

a)  By  private  individuals  to  L0A0 
»  Finally  approved  by  LoA 
c)  Work  couplet ed  00 
,d)  Additional  separate  dwellings 
in  (c) 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


Schemes 

37 

45 

52 


No  o  of  Dwelling 

Houses  Affected 

37 

45 

52 


o  o 


o  o 


o  © 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR  -  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

There  were  no  applications  made  for  certificates  of  repair  to  be 
granted  or  revoked 0 


GENERAL 


The  general  standard.,  of  housing  accommodation  cannot  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory  when  it  is  realised  that  there  are  dose  on  2  <,000  of  the  back- 
to-back  type  and  over  1 9 400  houses  more  than  100  years  oldc  Although  many 
of  the  back-to-back  houses  are  of  sound  construction  they  cannot  be 
regarded  as  providing  satisfactory  housing  accommodation  owing  to  the  poor 
accommodation  they  afford,  and  their  lack  of  reasonable  amenities 0 


33“ 


It  will  be  recalled  that  the  20  year  plan  visualised  dealing  with 
2<,809  houses ^  approximately  half  of  which  will  be  dealt  with  by  demolition 
and  the  remainder  by  improvement  0  During  the  year  a  closer  examination 
was  made  of  those  properties  provisionally  scheduled  for  improvement D  and 
the  larger  back-to-back  areas  were  visited  by  the  Committee,,  who<,  perhaps 
for  the  first  timea  were  able  to  see  the  problem  in  true  perspective  and 
realise  the  implications  of  the  various  scheme sG  The  following  figures 
analyse  the  proposed  programme  of  dealing  with  the  2P809  houses0 


lo 


20 

3o 

4o 


Notes  on  the  above  proposals 

lo  The  proposed  clearance  schemes  have  been  planned  to  be  dealt  with 
in  a  15  year  periodo  To  date*,  229  houses  have  been  represented  in  clearance 
areas 9  of  which  95  houses  are  now  in  Orders  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  and 
a  further  36  houses  are  being  acquired  by  agreement  at  site  value0  The 
representation  of  further  areas  is  at  present  held  up  pending  resumption 
of  the  building  programme 0  It  will  be  noted  that  a  small  number  of 
scheduled  houses  -  86  -  will  be  dealt  with  during  road  widening  sohemes0 

2o  The  back-to-back  houses  in  the  proposed  conversion  schemes  consist 
of  those  well  constructed  houses  which  appear  to  be  suitable  for  improvement 0 

The  "through11  houses  in  this  group  are  associated  in  the  same  building 
blocks  as  the  back-to-back  houses0  Such  schemes  would  provide  for  through 
conversions  and  would  conform  to  "improvement  grant"  standardcS  by  the 
provision  of  hot  water 5  baths^  internal  W0Cs0  etcD  One  such  pair  of  back- 
to-back  houses  has  been  successfully  converted  by  a  private  owner  and  it 
is  considered  that  if  the  Council  could  acquire  a  suitably  sized  block 
of  back-to-back  houses  in  this  category  the  opportunity  would  be  afforded 
for  the  carrying  out  of  a  worthwhile  and  Interesting  experiment 0  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  report  negotiations  were  being  pursued  to  purchase 
a  block  of  23  back-to-back  houses  for  model  conversion  on  the  above  lines0 
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Demolition  Schemes 

a]  Slum  Clearance 

b )  Road  Widening 

Conversion  Schemes 

Sanitary  Improvement  Schemes 

Deferred  Schemes  for  review 
on  completion  of  demolition 
schemes  o  ©  00  00  00 


Back- to- 
back  type 

Through 

Total 

967 

497 

1p464 

70 

16 

86 

1 037 

513 

1,550 

612 

52 

664 

203 

105 

308 

76 

.211 

28? 

1,928 

881 

2,809 

Unfortunately  the  Housing  Subsidies  Act ,  1946^  does  not  proiri.de  for  payment 
of  the  special  rate  of  subsidy  for  houses  built  to  rehouse  families  requiring 
rehousing  following  such  conversion  schemes  when  the  Council  acquire  the 
property o  It  would  appear  an  oversight  in  the  law  has  occurred  which 
should  be  amended  so  as  to  offer  incentive  to  authorities  contemplating 
similar  schemes 0  Where 9  on  closer  examination*  the  above  schemes  are  not 
found  to  be  sound  financial  or  practical  propositions^  then  the  property 
would  be  dealt  with  by  dLearance0  However,,  it  is  considered^  owing  to 
the  large  back-to-back  problem  involved  for  a  comparatively  small  authority^ 
possibility  of  such  conversion  schemes  is  well  worth  examining „ 

V 

3o  Similar  remarks  to  the  above  apply  to  the  even  better  back-to-back 
houses  included  in  the  Sanitary  Jmprweme nt  Schemes 0  These  back-to-back 
houses  are  of  sound  construction  and  consist  of  two  sizable  ground  floor 
rooms  and  at  least  two  bedrooms 0  Through  conversion  of  many  of  these 
houses  would  often  produce  too  large  a  house 0  In  view  of  the  usual  inade¬ 
quacy  and  inaccessibility  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  fact  that 
such  property  would  have  at  least  a  life  of  15  to  20  years s  it  is  considered 
that  some  improvement  should  be  effected  in  the  meanwhile 0  During  the  year 
a  successful  scheme  of  this  type  was  carried  out  at  16  back-to-back  houses, 

13  of  which  were  under  one  ownership  and  three  were  owner-occupied*.  The 
sanitary  accommodation  consisted  of  six  inconveniently  situated  waste  water 
closet  So  The  Department  prepared  speed  float  ions  and  invited  tenders  on 
behalf  of  the  owners  concerned  for  the  installation  of  internal  W0Cs0  Two 
of  the  owner-occupiers  also  installed  wash  hand  basins  in  the  new  compart¬ 
ments  whilst  the  other  owner-occupier  carried  out  a  complete  improvement 
to  qualify  for  an  improvement  grant 0  It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  similar 
sanitary  improvement  schemes  in  the  future  0 

4*  The  houses  scheduled  in  the  Deferred  Schemes  are  mainly  border 
line  properties  at  present p  although  it  is  considered  that  at  the  end  of 
the  15  year  programmer,  when  these  are  to  be  reviewed ?  the  majority  will 
be  scheduled  for  demolition  unless  there  is  an  appreciable  amount  of 
repair  and  improvement  carried  out  in  the  meantime 0 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  564  applicants  for  Council  houses p 
of  which  197  were  included  in  the  first  priority  list  on  the  qualifying 
grounds  prescribed  by  the  Housing  Committee 0  Census  figures  taken  of 
people  living  in  houses  included  in  the  first  five  year  plan  reveal 
that  there  is  a  high  percentage  of  elderly  people  who  will  require  either 
single  persons  .flats  or  aged  persons  bungalows 0 


The  house  building  programme  has  been  integrated  with  the  proposed 
clearance  programme  so  that  wherever  possible  displaced  families  can  be 
rehoused  as  near  as  possible  to  where  they  live  now0  The  following 
schemes  are  contempt  at  ed  when  building  is  resumedo 

377  houses  flats  and  bungalows*  Balladen  Housing  Estate0 
8  block  of  flats.,  Crmerod  Street*  Water0 
4  block  of  flats*  Springfield  Road*  Rawtenstalio 
16  block  of  flats*  Hobson  Street*  Rawtenstalio 

10  block  of  aged  persons  bungalows*  Adelaide  Street*  0 rawsha wb o o t h c 
37  houses  and  flats*  Higher  Cloughfold  Clearance  Scheme 0 
Booth  Road*  Bridleway*  Whitewell  Bottom  and  Newchurch 
Clearance  Schemes 0 


SECTION  F 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  on  farms  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture ,  Fisheries  and'  Pood0  Local,  authorities 
are  still  responsible  for  many  important  duties  connected  with  milk 
distribution,  including  the  sampling  of  milk  after  it  leaves  the  farmQ 
They  also  possess  the  powers  for  prevention  of  infection  of  milk.,  and 
duties  in  connection  with  water  supply 5  sewage  disposal,  and  housing  at 
farm  and  dairy  premises 0 


The  majority  of  the  producer-retailers  were  sa.mpl.ed  twice  during  the 
year®  The  raw  milk  samples  were  submitted  to  the  biological  test  to 
determine  whether  they  were  free  from  tubercle  bacilli <,  and  to  the 
methylene  blue  reduction  test  to  assess the  hygienic  quality®  Pasteurised 
and  sterilised  milk  samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  prescribed  tests® 
Reports  of  adverse  samples  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Pood  for  action  by  their  officers®  The  following  tables 
detail  the  number  and  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  also 
the  results  of  investigations  made  by  the  Ministry 9  s  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector  arising  from  notifications  of  tuberculous  milks® 


Raw  Milk  -  Tuberculin  Tested 

a)  Tuberculosis  biological  test 

b)  Methylene  blue  reduction  test 

Raw  Milk  -  Undesignated 

(a)  Tuberculosis  biological  test 

(b)  Methylene  blue  reduction  test 

Pasteurised  Milk 

a)  Phosphatase  test  ®0 

b)  Methylene  blue  reduction  test 

Sterilised  Milk 
(a)  Turbidity  test 


No®  of 

No®  satis- 

No®  unsat  is- 

No 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Result 

26 

26 

err? 

26 

21 

5 

e= 

45 

42 

3 

45 

39 

6 

4 

3 

1 

ca 

4 

4 

<=ss» 

3 

3 

<=> 

C=3? 

Vet  erinaiy  Insp ect i ons 

Number  of  herds  examined  ®®  0®  ®®  ®o  o  o  ©  o 

Number  of  oases  where  animals  seised  under 

Tuberculosis  Order ,  X93&  e  °  °o  oo  oo  oo 

Number  of  animals  seized  ®®  ®®  ©  o  00  o  o  »o 

Number  of  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized 


o  o 


3 


o  o 

o  o 


2 

5 

1 


T7 

J<1 


rr.3 


O  O 


Action  ms  taken  under  Regulation  19  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regu¬ 
lations,,  1949  in  the  case  of  two  milk  handlers  suffering  from  sonne  dysentery 0 
These  cases  were  excluded  from  milk  handling  until  pronounced  free  of 
infection  following  receipt  of  three  negative  faeces  specimens0 

Action  was  taken  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949  in  another  four  cases  9  and  heat  treatment  notices  were  servedc  In 
three  instances  such  action  followed  receipt  of  a  positive  ToBo  report  on 
a  milk  sample 9  whilst  in  the  other  case  heat  treatment  of  the  milk  was 
required  when  all  farm  workers  at  one  farm  suffered  from  sonne  dy  sent  ary  0 

The  following  Registrations  and  licences  are  in  operation  in  the 
districts- 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations <»  1949 

No0  of  registered  distributors  operating  fromg- 

fa)  Shops  in  the  district  oc>  00  00  oo  oo  co  ?8 

(b)  Premises  outside  the  district  00  oo  oo  3 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations 9  1949 

NOo  of  dealer* s  licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 

for  distribution  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  0o  oo  oo  4 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk ) 

Regulations 9  1949 

Retail  Distributions 

Noo  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Bisteurised  7 

“heat  treated”  milk  oo  00  O0  oo  Sterilised  89 

MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 


The  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  five 
private  slaughterhouses  were  inspected  prior  to  release  for  human 
consumption 0  In  order  to  maintain  this  system  of  inspection^  work 
outside  normal  working  hours ,  including  Sundays ,  was  necessitated0 
Fourteen  per  cent  more  cattle  and  45  per  cent  more  sheep  were  killed  than 
in  the  previous  year0  Reduction  in  the  incidence  of  cows  affected  with 
tuberculosis  was  again  noted  and  the  following  figures  are  of  interest 0 


1954 

1955 

1956 

Percentage  number  of  cows  affected  with, 
tuberculosis  00  oo  oo  oo 

42,7 

33«4 

23o4 

The  incidence  of  other  diseases  remained  constant  and  the  greatest 
weight  of  offal  condemned  was  in  connection  with  livers  affected  with 
parasitic  conditions 0 


38- 


All  meat  and  offal  is3  immediately  after  condemnation^  collected  by 
the  Department 9  stained  with  green  dye  and  later  sold  for  manufacture 
into  feeding  meals  and  fertilisers0  The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the 
meat  are  credited  to  the  butcher  suffering  loss  whilst  income  from  the  sale 
of  offal  defrays  the  Corporation^  handling  charges*  This  system  has 
worked  satisfactorily  and  ensures  proper  control  and  satisfactory  disposal 
of  diseased  meat  and  offal sG 


MEAT  INSPECTION  RECORD  SUMMARY 


- 

CATTLE 

EXOLo 

COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

PIGS 

'"sheep 

AM) 

(  LAMBS 

NOo  of  animals  killed  O0 

1,218 

611 

178 

394 

8,770 

NOo  of  animals  inspected  ot> 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cyst icerco sis 

1,218 

611 

178 

394 

8,770 

Whole  carcases  condemned  *  0  *  o 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

ISO 

2 

2 

1 

2 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

326 

277 

2 

12 

258 

tuberculosis  and  cyst icerco si s 

Tuberculosis  Only 

26c  8 

45  0  3 

0  p 

imm  Q  liw 

3<.3 

2o9 

Whole  carcases  condemned  0 * 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

2 

9 

1 

cro 

organ  was  condemned  0  0  e  0 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

154 

1.34 

era 

26 

cro 

affected  with  tuberculosis  0O 

Cyst icerco sis  Only 

12o6 

23<>4 

O06 

606 

C3 

Whole  carcases  condemned  0 «  « o 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

csa 

C=3 

C3C3 

organ  was  condemn.©!  0  •  » * 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

9 

1 

gso 

ca 

<SS> 

by  refrigeration  0  0 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

9 

1 

6=0 

esra 

ca 

affected  with  cyst icerco sis 

. .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

0o74 

O0I6 

OD 

CEO 

< 

caro 

#  ' 

Analysis  of  Condemnations 


Disease 

Classification 

Entire  Carcases 

m 

& 

m 

0 

Heads 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Skirts 

u 

p 

m 

u 

© 

> 

Kidneys 

a 

© 

© 

H 

P« 

CQ 

r  "•”] 

(fi 

X? 

O 

1 

-P 

CO 

Intestines 

Udders 

j  Tails 

Wgto 

of 

Meat 

lb  80 

Wgto 

.of 

Offal 

lbs„ 

Cattle  (1829  Inspo ) 

Tuberculosis 

11 

24 

85 

210 

27 

24 

34 

cr=i 

19 

20 

11 

94 

13 

11 

8,625 

3,545 

Other  than  T©B© 

2 

26 

32 

11 

11 

113 

365 

9 

9 

9 

7 

111 

3 

1,465 

5,453 

Calves  {178  Inspo) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

C5=» 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

cod 

2 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

35 

40 

Other  than  ToB© 

2 

■CCS 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

ocr> 

4 

2 

2 

2 

as 

2 

90 

70 

Sheep  (8770  Inspo  ) 

Tuberculosis 

tray 

ca» 

co 

C338 

csss 

cso 

•«o 

CTD 

CD 

CO 

«=> 

tsz> 

CO 

CD 

Other  than  T0B0 

2 

«ao 

2 

5 

2 

cost 

103 

105 

4 

2 

2 

2 

C3E> 

cro 

95 

392 

Pigs  (394  Insp» ) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

18 

8 

3 

C3 

4 

CSS 

2 

3 

3 

CO 

CCJ 

252 

82 

Other  than  T0B0 

1 

csz» 

2 

12 

5 

4 

7 

CS> 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

63 

73 

Weights  Condemned 


o  o 


©  o 


Tuberculosis 
Other  than  tuberculosis 

Total  weights 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


Weight  of  Meat 

8,912 
1,713 


Weight  of  Offal 

3,66? 

5,988 


10,625 


9,655 


Reason  for  Condemnation  of  Whole  Carcases 


Disease 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis 

11 

1 

co 

CSO 

Immaturity  0  0  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

CO 

1 

CO 

c=d 

pyaemia  0®  00  0  ®  00 

(*3 

cso 

CCD 

1 

Fevered  0  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

C=9 

<20 

1 

CO 

Extensive  Bruising 

2 

CCD 

CEO 

css 

Moribund  00  00  0®  0© 

CCD 

CS3D 

1 

< S3 

Badly  bled  casualty 

CCD 

1 

~ 

L  -  _* 

40c=s 


Fast  Mortem  Data  Concerning  Cystieercosis 


Cyst  Location 

NOo  of  Cases 

NOo  ©f  Cysts 

.  Type 

of  Cyst 

Viable 

Non” viable 

Head  Only 

6 

6 

4 

2 

Heart  Only 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Head  and  Heart 

3 

25 

16 

9 

New  Slaughterhouse  Bye-laws  were  made  under  Section  68  of  the  Pood 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955o 


Five  applications  for  licences  under  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Acts,  1933  -  1954c,  were  granted  during  the  year© 

Ninety-one  inspections  were  also  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
food  at  retailers0  premises  and  the  following  articles  were  condemned^- 


Cereals 
Cream,  tinned 
Fish 5  tinned 
Fruit,  dried 
Fruit,  tinned 


1  Ibo 

6  ozSo 

9ilbs0 
32  Ibso 
122  IbSo 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Meat  ,  raw 
Meat,  tinned 
Milk,  tinned 
Vegetables,  raw 
Vegetables,  tinned 


202  Ibso 

-  279|lbs„ 

41 i  pint So 

-  1,736  lb s0 

-  '  79i  Ibso 


Five  hundred  a.nd  nine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  carried  out 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  defects  noted  and  those  remedied 0 
Infernal  notices  covering  all  the  defects  were  served  upon  persons  con- 
earned o  Much  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  ye arc 


Nature  of  Defect  or  contravention 

Found 

Abated 

lo 

Cleanliness  of  persons  and  clothing 

0  0 

0  0 

34 

21 

20 

Protection  of  food  from  contamination 

0  0 

0  0 

112 

58 

3. 

Cleanliness  and  condition  of  equipment 

0  0 

0  0 

76 

48 

4o 

Cleanliness  and  condition  of  structure 

0  0 

0  0 

189 

85 

5. 

Ventilation  and  lighting  G0  ©©  00 

0  0 

0  0 

9 

3 

60 

Washing  facilities  « 0  00 

0  0 

0  0 

102 

57 

7. 

Drainage  ®  ©  00  00  00  00  0  © 

0  0 

0  0 

3 

2 

80 

Sanitary  accommodation  0 ©  0  ©  ©  © 

0  0 

0  0 

11 

9. 

Refuse  storage  accommodation  ©  ©  ©  © 

0  0 

0  0 

7 

3 

Totals 

0  0 

543 

277 

The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business in  the  district 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows s- 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


o  o 

©  o 

o  o 


o  o 

O  G 

o  c 


o  o 


G-eneral  grocers  and  provision  dealers 
Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet  fish 
game et Co  J  ©  ©  ©  o  oo  ©  o  oo  oo  »o  •  © 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry  5  game 9  etc©) 

Meat  Shops  (butchers*,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved  meats 
tripe*,  etco ) 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners 
Pried  fish  shops  <>©  0© 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery*,  minerals ,  ice¬ 
cream  s  etc© 

Licensed  premises  <,  clubs*,  canteens*,  restaurant sp  cafes,  snack 
bars  and  similar  catering  establishments 
Others 


Q  O 


O  O 

o  o 


$ 
o  o 

o  o 

$ 
o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  O 


o  o 


o  o 

o  o 


o  o 


141 

35 

2 

44 

43 

30 

21 

108 

4 


ICE  CREAM 

II  i  ——  -I  BMBBBWW 

There  are  six  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough*,  three  of 
whom  use  the  hot-mix  method  and  three  the  cold-mix  method e  In  only  one 
instance  is  the  production  carried  out  on  a  large  scale*,  the  others  are 
small  traders  and  shopkeepers  manufacturing  for  their  own  requirement s 0 
In  all  cases  special  rooms  are  used  for  ice  cream  manufacture,  and  none 
is  made  in  association  with  domestic  arrangement sQ 


The  details  of  registrations  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as 
follows  •  - 


lo 

Wholesale  manufacturers  0  ©  ©©  ©© 

Hot  Mix 

1 

Gold  Mix 

20 

Manufacturing  retailers 

2 

3 

3» 

Retail  vendors  -  pre-packed 

80 

CD 

1=3  loose  o  o  ©  ©  ©  o 

14 

<ZJ 

-  pre-packed  and  loose 

2 

CTD 

Totals 

99 

3 

Generally  speaking,  inspection  of  the  above  premises  revealed  that 
the  relevant  Acts  and  Regulations,  together  with  the  adopted  Lancashire 
County  Council 9  s  Codes  of  Practice,  were  being  satisfactorily  observed© 

Fifteen  samples  of  ica  cream  were  collected  for  bacteriological, 
examination  and  were  reported  on  as  follows  s- 

Provisional  Grade  No©  of  Samples 

13 

1 


1 

2 

3 

4 


1 


FOOD  SAMPLING  (Bacteriological ) 


In  addition  to  the  above  samples  of  milk  and  ice  cream  which  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination^ 
the  following  samples  of  msaellaneous  foods  were  also  sent?- 

2  Meat  Pies0 

One  meat  pie  was  found  to  contain  Staphylococcus  Aureusc 

FOOD  BOISONING 


Four  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  yearc 
Faeces  specimens  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  but  all 
proved  negative0 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADd LTERATI  ON 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  undertake  the  sampling  of  food  for 
quality 9  assistance  being  rendered  by  this  Department  as  requiredo 
Dr0  So  Co  Gawne^,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  has  kindly  furnished 
the  following  informations- 


A  total,  of  125  samples  was  obtained*  of  ihese^  91  were  of  milk  and 
the  34  others  comprised g» 


2  Glycerine  o 
2  Boracio  Crystals® 

1  Nerve  Comfort ersG 
1  Pineapple  Juice o 

1  Fruit ,  cannedo 

2  Malt  Extract  with  GcLoOo 
2  Zinc  Ointment  o 

2  Coffee o 

1  Canned  Fish0 

2  Oatmeal  o 

1  Pork  Sausages * 

1  Beef  Sausages o 


2  Ammoniated  Mercury  Ointment  0 
1  Invalid  Food0 
1  Rose  Hip  and  Orange  Syrup 0 
1  Ground  Nutmeg  0 
1  Mixed  Spice o 
1  Marzipan® 

1  Sponge  Cake  and  Bidding  Mixture 0 
1  Pastry  Mix0 
1  Ice  Creaxno 

1  Tapioca o 

2  Table  Jelly® 

2  Dripping 

1  SagOo 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following g- 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis 

Milk  Deficient  6 0  6%  of  Fat 

Beef  Sausages  Meat  content  of  43- 

Sago  Consisted  of  Tapioca 


Action  Taken 
Vendor  notified® 
Vendor  interviewed, 


”4  >3“ 


Vendor  communicated  with® 


DISEASES  OP  ANIMALS  ACT 


Functions  with  regard  to  the  above  Act 9  which  are  administered  by 
the  Health  Commit tee^  are  carried  out  by  the  Police0  I  am  indebted  to 


Supto  G-o  Smith  for  details  of  the  work 
during  1956* 

Number  of  cases  of  Foot  and  Mouth 
Number  of  cases  of  Anthrax. 

Number  of  cases  of  Fowl  Pest  0 « 
Number  of  cases  of  Swine  Fever 
Number  of  cases  of  Sheep  Scab 
Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
Number  of  notices  of  intention  to 
Number  of  movement  licences  under 
Number  of  movement  licences  under 
Northern  Ireland  Order 


carried  out  by  his  officers 


Disease  0 

o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

Nil 

o  o  o  o  o 

o 

o  o 

o  o 

©  o 

Nil 

0 

© 

0 

o 

0 

o 

o  © 

•  o 

o  o 

3 

©  o  o  o  © 

o 

©  o 

©  o 

o  o 

1 

©  ©  O  O  9 

o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

Nil 

0 

o 

0 

O 

e 

o 

o  o 

o  o 

©  o 

5 

Sheep  Dip 

o 

o  © 

o  o 

o  o 

33 

Swine  Fever 

Order 

©  o 

o  o 

14 

Animals  Landing 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

from 

©  o 

o  © 

o  o 

12 

In  addition  to  the  above 9  four  farms  were  visited  for  cleansing  and 
disinfecting  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 5  1938<,  and  18  farms  were  visited 
regarding  supervision  of  sheep  dipping e 


>o0o=" 
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Deaths  o  ©  o  o  ©  o 

Diphtheria  0 

Disinfestation  ©  ©  ©  © 

Disinfection  ©  ©  ©  © 

Diseases  of  Ardmals  Act 
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Factories*,  inspections  0 
Food  Inspection 
Food  Poisoning  © 

Food  Itemises  ©  ©  ©  © 

Food  Sampling  (Bacteriological)  43 
Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 
Health  Committee  ©  ©  © 

Health  Services 
Housing  ©  ©  ©  © 

Ice  Cream  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

Infantile  Mortality 
Infectious  Diseases 
Maternal  Mortality  © 
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Meat  Inspection 

0 
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38=41 
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<,  6 

Medical  Officer  of  Health0  s 
Introductory  Letter 

0 

3-4 

Milk  Supply  © 

0 

37-38 

.17-18 

Neo-natal  Mortality  © 

0 

7 

.  6=8 

Nuisances©  Recorded  and  Abated 

23 

12=14 

Offensive  Trades 

0 

26 

24=25 

3?ei  Shops  0000 

0 

28 

3  25 

Biblic  Cleansing 

0 

29=31 

0  44 

Public  Conveniences  ©  © 

0 

31 

3  20 

Biblic  Health  Inspections 

0 

21=22 

28=29 

Rag  Flock  ooo© 

0 

26 

0  41 

River  Pollution  © 

0 

20=21 

3  43 

Rodent  Control 

0 

26=28 

41-42 

43 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and 
Conversions 

0 

21 

.  43 

Schools ,  Sanitary  Conditions 

25-26 

„  2 

Smoke  Abatement  ©  ©  © 

0 

24 

3  10 

Staff  ooo©© 

0 

1 

32-36 

Statistics 5  Local 

0 

5=6 

0  42 

Tents ^  Tans  and  Sheds 

0 

26 

3  7 

Tuberculosis 

0 

15-16 

11-14 

Vital,  Statistics 

0 

7,9 

3  7 

Water  Supplies 

0 

19-20 

4S4 
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